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STATEMENT BY CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS AT THE SECOND MEETING OF MINISTERS RESPONSIBLE FOR PUBLIC SECURITY IN THE AMERICAS

Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, November 4 and 5, 2009

The undersigned nongovernmental organizations welcomed the invitation to observe the Second Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas.  We also recognize the importance of the role granted to civil society in this process, as illustrated by the Second Meeting of Civil Society Organizations in connection with MISPA II, held in Lima, Peru on September 16 and 17, 2009.  Those meetings and our presence for the second year running reinforce the determination of the Organization of American States, the governments of the Hemisphere, and social organizations to continue to strengthen dialogue and regional efforts to boost public security.
Availing ourselves of this opportunity, we, the undersigned organizations:
· Appreciate the fact that this second meeting reinforces recognition of inter-personal violence as a grave regional problem that needs to be addressed by the highest political authorities in the region.

· We consider that the holding of this second high-level meeting in the framework of the Organization of American States reaffirms the fact that security policies are an integral part of public policies and must be coordinated with other social policies. As argued in several of the documents we submitted, that relationship should result directly in an improvement of security conditions and a reduction in violence, with particular care to avoid the criminalization of poverty.
· We know that failure to distinguish the tasks of the police and those of the armed forces is one of the greatest and most concrete threats to the professionalization and strengthening of security systems in the countries of the region. That is why we insist that this OAS forum must not neglect to consider and pronounce upon the vital differences between the functions performed by those institutions and the exceptional circumstances required to warrant the use of Armed Forces resources for internal security tasks.
· We note, as do the documents presented in both Ministerial Meetings, that many of the problems regarding violence in the region are associated with serious human rights violations.  This is not only because of the persistence of acts of violence committed by state agents, but also because in many cases public policies have problems developing minimum standards of effectiveness for protecting the rights of persons violated by non-State agents.  This situation is exacerbated in the case of the most vulnerable segments of society, such as youth, women, immigrants, farm workers, marginalized urban groups, and so on.
· For that reason we conclude that it is essential for member states to commit to using these Meetings of Ministers Responsible for Public Security to foster the development of principles, guides, recommendations and/or minimum regional standards for security policies that are both efficient and mindful of human rights.

· In that vein, we believe that these Meetings of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas should also become a forum for receiving and processing recommendations by other OAS bodies, including those responsible for the regional human rights system.
· Accordingly, we, the undersigned organizations, greatly appreciate the fact that the activities of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, including its preparation of the Hemispheric Report on Citizen Security and Human Rights, were included in the first Inter-American Specialized Conference on Public Security: Meeting of Experts to Prepare MISPA II, held in Montevideo, Uruguay, on August 4 and 5, 2009; and we emphatically urge that further steps are taken in this direction.
Organizations signing the statement:

ARGENTINA: Legal and Social Studies Center (CELS). UNITED STATES: Washington Office on Latin America (WOLA). CHILE: Facultad Latinoamericana de Ciencias Sociales (FLACSO) [Latin-American Faculty of Social Sciences], PERU: Ciudad Nuestra; Legal Defense Institute (IDL). BRAZIL: Viva Río, Conectas. MEXICO: Institute for Security and Democracy (INSYDE). 
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